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HOPE WITH ASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Email: clerk@hopewithastonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Postal Address: PO Box 864, Hope Valley, S40 9WP 
Web: www.hopewithastonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Parish Clerk: Alison Wheeler, Tel: 07958714013 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Monday 8th June 2026 at 7.30 pm at Old 

School, Hope. 

Present:  

Cllrs C. Perkins (Chair), L. Vincent, G. Hopewell, S. Barr, M. Chapman, R. Henson  

In attendance: 

A. Wheeler (Clerk), PCSO Brockett, 11 members of the public 

025/26 Apologies for absence received and approved – Cllr S. Price, Cllr C. Farrell 

(HPBC) 

026/26 Variation of Order of Business – Agenda item 11.1 and 11.2 moved 

to agenda item 02 

027/26 Declarations of Interests – Cllr Vincent and Cllr Perkins - 029/26.2 

028/26 Agenda items to be taken with the public excluded - None 

029/26 Public participation –   

029/26.1 Peak Cluster  

Cllr Perkins explained that the Parish Council had sent a response to the 
phase 1 consultation that highlighted that insufficient detail had been 

provided to evaluate the impact of the proposals. In particular, the lack 
of evaluation of alternatives, the risks associated with CO² being 

transported, the paucity of information about the nature of the 

construction and the lack of information about the operation of the site.  

MOP1 stated that the stack would be 50-80 metres high and could be 
visible from most of the valley. It was also raised that there could be 

further issues from potential hazardous leaks associated with the 
pipeline, and that there is also no information at present on how the 

waste from amine scrubbing will be disposed of. Consideration should 
also be given to the impact on traffic and tourism. The MOP informed the 

Parish Council that a community event has been arranged at Bradwell 

Memorial Hall on 14th June, 12pm to 3pm. 

MOP2 stated that a full risk assessment of the proposal is legally 

required. 

MOP3 highlighted that the Peak Cluster project team were pushing 

forward with plans without waiting for the HSE report. 

Cllr Perkins asked that information is sent to the clerk to ensure that the 
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Parish Council is able to make an informed response when Phase 2 of the 

consultation is released in Nov 2026. He stated that the Parish Council 

represents the residents of Hope and Aston and must remain neutral. 

029/26.2 NP/HPK/0326/0318 - Hope works, Pindale Road – Installation of acoustic 

attenuation barrier.  

Cllr Perkins stated that this application is a result of Breedon and local 
residents working in partnership to reduce the noise from goods trains 

on the Hope Wors branch line and that the application is a compromise 
between noise reduction and minimizing visual impact. The top section 

of the barrier will be translucent to minimise light reduction for 
neighbouring properties. It was agreed to support the application in 

principle but request that work is carried out from the track to minimize 

damage to vegetation and that suitable gaps should be created at the 
base of the barrier to enable hedgehogs and other wildlife to move 

freely. All present felt that an artist’s impression was required. 

The members of the public were thanked for attending. 

030/26 Safer Neighbourhood Team report – PCSO Brockett reported that 
there were no reported crimes in Hope and Aston during May. On 18th 

May officers responded to a report of a suspicious motorbike near Hope 
Valley College - they were unable to stop the motorbike due to road 

safety concerns. Whilst in the area the SNT also investigated a 
suspicious vehicle on Pindale Road and made one arrest. The SNT has 

attended school assemblies to talk about Project Scepter, has monitored 
parking in the Mam Tor area and assisted with towing vehicles 

obstructing the highway in the Buxton area. 

PCSO Brockett has reported resident concerns about the “improved” 

lights at the Travellers Rest. 

PCSO Brockett stated that there was very little that could be done about 
motorbike and car noise. If motorbikes are stopped the team check the 

vehicle has not been modified to include a race exhaust. Average speed 
cameras are being installed on Snake Pass in 2027 to try to reduce anti-

social driving in the area.  

8 members of the public and PCSO Brockett left the meeting. 

031/26 District Councillor report – Cllr Farrell’s apologies were noted and an 

email report received. 

Cllr Farrell is still pursuing the missing bench on Marsh Avenue, the car 
park redesign and the cemetery gates. PDNPA has asked HPBC to 

consider the option of PDNPA taking control of Castleton car park, if 

HPBC agree this may be an option for Hope car park. 

032/26 The minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2026 were confirmed 

and approved. 
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033/26 Matters arising  

Standing orders suspended 

Minute item 015/26.3 – A MOP indicated that more details needed to be 

put in minutes to identify public rights of way. Cllr Perkins stated that 
this had been noted by email prior to the meeting. The MOP challenged 

the “no user evidence” statement and that residents had not been given 
the opportunity to comment. Cllr Perkins explained that public notices 

had been in place along the length of FP22 (Bowden Lane to Fullwood 

Stile Farm) for at least 6 weeks prior to the consultation end date. 

It was stated that the Parish Council was not going to change its 

response in accordance with Standing Order 7a.  

Standing orders were re-instated. 

2 members of the public left the meeting. 

034/26 Parish Council assets 

034/26.1 War memorial – A comprehensive Heritage Statement was received. It 
was noted that there were some minor errors. It was resolved to 

contact Smith and Roper to rectify these. Action - Clerk  

034/26.2 Benches in the parish – A request was considered for a memorial bench 

on the route between the Travellers Rest and Winhill. It was agreed that 
no additional benches were required at this time. It was resolved to 

inform the requester of this decision. Action - Clerk  

034/26.3 Jubilee Corner – a quote for strimming of £50 + VAT from The Happy 

Tree Company was approved. Action - Clerk 

034/26.4 Castleton Road Planters – Cllrs Chapman and Harriss are to meet with 

Hope Valley Garden Centre to identify sustainable plants. Action – Cllrs 

Chapman and Harriss 

034/26.5 Asset inspection – the inspection report for May 2026 was received. No 

further issues since April 2026. 

035/26 Planning 

035/26.1 Peak Cluster monthly update – minute 029/26.1 

035/26.2 NP/HPK/0326/0318 - Hope works, Pindale Road – Installation of acoustic 

attenuation barrier – minute 029/26.2 

035/26.3 No additional applications received after publication of the agenda. 

036/26 Highways and Rights of Way 

036/26.1 Edale Road Large Vehicles – Cllr Barr had contacted DCC Highways 

again and raised a complaint. Cllr Barr was thanked for his 

perseverance. 

036/26.2 Travellers Rest traffic lights – it was noted that light timing and position 
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have been reported to DCC Highways a number of times. It was 

resolved to contact the Cabinet Highways lead. Action – Clerk 

036/26.3 ROWMMA – It was agreed to use the funding of £495 on sections of FP1 

(Eccles Close to The Meadows). Action – Clerk 

037/26 Meetings / Responses 

037/26.1 Hope Valley Parishes Forum, 18th June 2026 2pm, to be hosted by 
HwAPC. Cllr Perkins is to chair the meeting and Cllr Harriss was 

nominated to attend, with Cllr Chapman in reserve.  

038/26 Village Matters 

038/26.1 Village gateways – it was noted that options had been circulated and 
agreed that gates (at present parallel to the road) were not required. It 

was resolved to investigate costs for fences and funding. Action - 

Clerk  

038/26.2 Spar noticeboard – the quote for £160 plus materials from C. Bugg was 

approved. It was resolved to apply for CIF funding. Action - Clerk 

038/26.3 Hedgehog signs – it was noted that recent research has found that road 

signs are not very effective and that hedgehog highways and holes in 
fences are more valuable. It was resolved to investigate costs and 

funding for a village wide project. Action – Clerk / Cllr Perkins 

038/26.4 Speed Indication Devices – it was noted that a request has been placed 

with D.C.C. to identify possible locations. 

038/26.5 Accessibility of businesses – it was noted that due to the historical 

nature of some of the business properties it may not be possible to 
improve accessibility. It was resolved to contact businesses to highlight 

the issue.  Action - Clerk 

039/26 Newsletter 

039/26.1 Newsletter – Following distribution of the June newsletter three emails 

have been received. These highlighted motorbike / car noise, the size of 
the sign at Jubilee Corner, footpath conditions and some questions 

about the analysis of the speed survey in the previous issue. It was 
resolved to re-convene the footpath survey group. Action – Cllr 

Perkins 

040/26 Parish Council Policies and Procedures 

040/26.1 Terms of Reference Communications Advisory Committee - reviewed 

and adopted  

040/26.2 Terms of Reference Finance Advisory Committee - reviewed and 

adopted  

040/26.3 Terms of Reference Human Resources Advisory Committee - reviewed 

and adopted  
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040/26.4 Data protection policy - reviewed and adopted  

040/26.5 Code of conduct - reviewed and adopted  

041/26 Finance 

041/26.1 Financial Summary – The Parish Council’s financial position on 31/05/26 

was: Balance of £7,421.15 current account and £12,112.68 Savings 
Account. Total £19,533.83. VAT repayment of £1,787.46 received in 

May. 

041/26.2 Payments were approved: 

• £399.03 Clerk wages – future dated BACS 30/06/26  

• £24 Clerk Homeworking – future dated BACS 30/06/26  
• £23 Hope Old School room rent (May) 

• £1,032.00 TJC Heritage Ltd (Heritage statement)£141.60 
• £141.60 City Print Services (newsletter) 

• Total Payments £1,619.63 

Cllrs Hopewell and Chapman to approve 

041/26.3 Money transfer – a transfer of £3,500 from current to savings account 

was approved. 

041/26.4 Bank mandate –reviewed and agreed that no changes were required. 

041/26.5 External audit – it was noted that the exemption certificate had been 

received from PKF Littlejohn 

041/26.6 Internal audit – the appointment of J.S. Marriott as internal auditor for 

2026/27 was approved. 

042/26 Clerk’s report and correspondence:  

Peak Pantry – a mobile food bank is to visit Hope. Dates to be 

confirmed. 

Concerns were raised about motorbikes and BMXs using wasteland 

between the railway and cemetery. The clerk will contact Network Rail. 

Concerns have been raised about overnight parking of campervans on 

residential roads. Cllrs were asked to monitor incidents. 

D.C.C. has completed works on the reported Aston potholes. 

Cllr Chapman requested volunteers to assist with hanging the village 

bunting on Saturday 13th June, 10am at the Sports Pavilion.  

043/26 Next meeting - The next meeting will be on Monday 13th July 2026, 

7.30pm at Old School, School Lane, Hope.  

Items for July 2026 agenda. 

Christmas event  

Meeting closed at 9.21pm. 
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